


EDITORIAL

The Hugo Awards are fan awards. They were iniated by
fans, they are decided by fans, and they are sustained by
fans. The Awards belong to fandom to do with as the ma-
jowiky Seas| flt.

Being a fan, I am therefore entitled to my say on the
subject, I do0 not bslieve that the present scope of the
Awards covers the fleld adsquatly. I think the Hugo Awards
should be sxpandesd to includs both the fan writer snd the
fan artist.

ol There are presently five awards given to the profes-
sional fieid and only one given tc ths fan fieid. That

single award if for the best fanzine. Everyons sesms to

agree that this award is propsr and merited. I agree. But why 1s a Hugo pre-
sented to a fanzine to the axclusion of the writers and artists that made

that fanzine win?

There are only three quaiities that maks a fanzine win a Hugo. Editing,
material, and art. (Populerity will result from these and is therefore not
gualified as a reason.) Now, take any combination of the three and you can
still have a Hugo winning fanzine. But the most sxpendable of the three is
that of editing. Which is the very thing the Award is given for. The fan-
zine wins the award, but the faned takes it home. Anybody can win a Hugo if
he has excellent material and axcellent art...he doesn't have to bs an edi-
7oLl

Every faned takes a monetary loss, sweats blood, and works like hell to
publish his effort. None work harder than any other, generally speaking. And
one of the reasons that they do put so much effort into their work is ithst
they all, to a man, have the dresm or the hope of one day walking out of a
World Con with that rocketship.

What does the writer or artist have to gain? Nothing. Egoboo for them is
old hat after a few months. Writing takes time; art takes time and money with
no form of return at all. The FANAC Egobco Poll? Worthless both in scops and
general clrcubatlent It igHaise imised:- by -rnles of a-few.

If you're a faned thsn you know the problem of trying to get gcod art and
good material, And why not?

The potential quality of both fan writing and fan art is such as to merit
an award for both categories. Why should there be orpcsition to this? IS
THERE OPPOSITION TO THIS? The argument that there arses awards for pro writing
and pro artists and if a fan wants a Hugo he can turn pro is about as sensa-
less as saying that Hollywood should do away with thse Oscar awards for best
supporting actor and actrsss.

The big problem is to find some way to bring ordesr to a Con businass
meeting and gain some sort of intelligent proceedure. Witness Pittcon wheres
someone finally decided that the design of the Hugo Award should be mede
standard. This was something that should have besen done when the awards wers
iniated. But that's neither here nor there. Let's argue this thing out be~
fore it's taken to a business mssting to be offersd as an amendment., We can
certainly find out all the arguments this way. And no one will be so drunk
.a8 to forget them as is the case at the business meetings.
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A FAAAAAAAAN IN THE LEGISLATURE
by

Jos L Hensley

T rshurned soma days ago, from a 61 day sentence to the legislature
Somehcecw or anothsar it all happened ilast Novembsr when I won an unpopu-
larity contest commonly called an electicni, Jack and I iost and had to
go. He went to Washington and took his wife and chiid. I went tc India-
napclis and ieft my wifs and child at homs.

I wasn't very shcok up over the mesting and werking with big shot pol-
iticians, I mean, after all, I'm on first name terms with people like
Cogswell and Tucker. It's not as if I haven't l1ived.,... Besides I've been
to conventliens and all that buzz,.

The first thing that happensed when I hit Indianapolis is that the
party leaders called a caucus. This is where they attbmpt to impress on
you the way they think so that you'il be sure you go aiong with them.

Many serious questicns were discussed. I'd besn tc a cocktail party short-
ly before and, thinking I was at the Mldwescon and tco disorderly to find
the peol, I got into a serious discussion with a couple of State Senators
abcut the Uhange of name from Astounding to Anaiog but couldn't get an
intelligent answer out of either of them and socn retirad in disgust.

The session itseif is a sort of organized confusion. Bills are in-
troduced, go to commlttees, have hearings, are repcrted back on the
floor, voted on. A scrt of parliamentary procsedure is followed, but the
whols thing is complicated by the fact thut almost every school child
above the age of reason comes to view the laglslature in action at one
time or another during the session, Bsesidss that thers are innumarable
pages, house employees, lobbylsts, etc., who wander about the hcouse al-
most at wilil,

At night the various lobbiles, who havs opensd suites of rooms in
hotigi'ss “epam their bars.Thesboozigis frae, "Pals made 'a ‘very difficult
thing for me, I come of poor, but dishonest parents, who've taught me
never to turn down a free drink, It's a wonder I retained any part of
my health., I really didn't try. Cogswell came down cne night while we
were in session and the two of us managaed to put a fair dent in the
bottled goods of cne lobby, but they came right back the next day...
andERsicHdbtds S

I found myself a home speaking on the floor of the houss. The whols
thing is kird of like an arens. You're the gladiator and everyone would
like %o thumb you down. The cutting remark, the nssty quip, the knife
in the back done with a hand outstraetched in frisendship are much admired.
Having been friendly with Harlan and acquainted with Scortia these things
come naturally,
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For example: I was on the floor speaking on rsspportionment, which
has to do with how the various reprasentatives and senators shall be
elected. At the present time Indiana has reappcerticnment by population,
but the legislature has ignored it since 1921. I favorad a plan where

one house would bhe on population, the other by county. I described it
as a "federal plan'.

A veteran legislator arose., "Will the gentlemsn from Jefferson yield
to a question?®

The speaker looksd down. "Will the gentieman yisid®"
T rglliakal, ©

The veteran rspresentative asked cuttingly “You ars talking about
Washington D.C,, aren't you, Mr., Representative? But that isn't our prob-
lem is 1t? Isn't what we'rs dealing with here the State of Indiana?" He
smirked at me,

"That 1s true," I saild and he sat down satisfied, T loocked out and
smiled at the rest of the people. "And now I?1ll be happy to answer ques-
tions from anyone e¢lse who doesn't know where we are,"

This sort of thing makes votes. Beliéve it or nct soms of the people
who were in favor of reapportionment on s populaticn basis voted for our
plan and we carried the day.

The language is a spsclaiized onse,
I learned words like “bird dog" and
"skate", To "skate" is to skip the
floor of the house befors voting on
an important measure comes up. One guy
fell over his waste paper basket thrse
times trying to get cut. A "bird dog"
is a guy who can find sponsers to take
you out %o dinner and on the town., I
teamed up with the best "bird dog" in
the house, As a result I came home ten
pounds heavier,

The last night 1s a time of fro-
lic. You've voted on your last bill
and you wailt for conference commit-
tees to make their reports, for the
printers to finish reprinting the
amended bills, and you sit and sit.
The pressure is off and some of the
boys are feeling thelr oats and sal-
cohol. People you couldn't get along
with come up and shake your hand. The
opposition party went cut for their
last caucus and ons of ocur party's
boys gained the microphone. One of
the big dailiss had come ocut that day
calling us a circus. Everybody in the
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JOE L HENSLEY

legislature had read it. He carried the paper with him.

"You can see the circus is almost over," he said as the opposition
filed out: 'of the door. "The cliewns are sall :leaving.’

Barlier this would have led to bloodshed and impassioned speeches,
Now it was only funny.

I came home and was visited by a small delegation suggesting I run
for congress. I told them if they did attempt to run me I'd move to [,ove-
land, Ohio and raise orange crates.

It was an experience, I get cliants in my office now who are in trou-
ble with one of the stata's administrative agencies. They wink at me and
think that I can miracle them out of it. Sometimss I can, but so could
any other lawyer.

Now, if T run agaln, I've got this little billy I'll trade around
here and there and get enough votes to pass i1t, It!'s a deal that will
give a subsidy to all fan publishers. Only five thousand a ysar.

Unpack your bags bcys. We don't mest agein until 1963,

866866666666668666666666966666666666686665868686666666666666666666696666686




IF ALL THE FEN IN THE WORLD...
by

Giovanni Szpgnomilio

Have you nesrd ths old nursery rhyme that goss "If all the guys in
the worid would go hand®in hand, what a wéndesrful round-about they could
make."? Weli, thatfs notg thg point, o¢f courss, snd I'm only using it as
a metaphor, In the following linses I wish only to point out a fact which
T consider is essentia% for the sxpansion ¢f fandom,

But does fandom, as it is, wish to expand...to gain new contributions
from overseas? I hope that most fans, if rnot fandom as a whole, wish to
do so. What's the use of remafhing s closed clique, sither national or
even regional? Does that'serve in any way the purpcss of fandom? I doubt
it. Although I agree that it may be rathsr difficult to mix with differ-
ént individuals from different places and with different ways of life.
But is this an obstacle? I would®s&y no...a fan is a person who doesn't
care about any kind of barrier and who from the start has placed himself
in a different position. w8

So why hasn't fandcm achieved & true international standing? George
speaks of a language barrier...that's far from baing a barrier. English
i1s spoken in most countries and in most parts of tha werld. There we have
a common languags. What slse? A common intersst, of course, and mostly
the urge to introduce others te that particular brand of literature that's
called Sciance Fiction. Some of you may stili cbject to the word "litera-
ture™, but, at least for the time being, let it stand.

Is fandom the equivalent of proselytism? Or is fandem the whole of a
bunch of assorted people who are only using their interest toward SF as
a pretext to enjoy sach other? I'm not sble to answsr that Iast question
8o I'll accept a "priopi" that each trufsn is willing to maks a bit of
intelligent proselytism. Undoubtediy, & real international gathering of
fans mag not be connected with proselytism of any kindg still new fron-
tiers and new beach-heads may-lead the way to a largsr number of fans
(and we agree that fen are needed again and again)., Mostly I suppose
what we really need are fans who can bring something vital and fresh,
Only because they are foreigners? No, not at all, but just because they
can introduce ug to an aspect of fandom {and mostly of SF) that is dirf-
ferent from ours., What is the dififerencs? Do nat ask me...ask a South
American, a Japanese, or an Indo fan and I am sure that you will find the
differents. '

An international co-operation is neseded not only as a more complsts
media of diffusion but alsc as a way to introduce different and varying
ways of scientifictional sxpression. For example; what is the main dif-
ference between a SF novel or short story written by a Japanese author
and one written by a Scandinavian one? Aren't you a bit interested in how
many SF mags are pubiished in Italy or Spain? Or the situation of the
fanzine field in other countries?
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I don't know about you but these are some of thes dozens of guestions
that I like to ask a distant fan.

An "Internatlonal Fan Club™ must become more than an ides...it must be=
come a reality.

How to procede with it? Well, I suppose that the first thing would be
to complle a diractory of foreign fans (and with foreign, I define evary-
one living outside of ths USA)}, then to distribute it to somse good hearted
Fans willing to contact each of the enllsted persons and ask them to con-
tributs to the directory with a list of names from their cwn country.
Then? Well.,.one fanzine (at least)...must devote a good deal of its pages
to thls project, What we need (besides a directory) ars contributors who
will introduce us to theilr fandom and the status of SF in their country.
Sort of an activity repcrt.

There are many SF novsels written and published in foreign countries
that are of invaluable interest to us. A foreign fan could give us & °
translation...and vice versa, too. There may be hundreds of individuals
who need to be incorporated into fandom...for nothing more than to find
a medie in which they can express themselves,

Dozens and dozens of poseibilities may arise from an expansion of
fandom, Sc far,..a link doss exist bstween the USA and the United King-
dem. It is, in fact, more than a link,..lt is rather an idsal union born
from identical positions and from identical languags.

There are many actlive foreign fans and fanzines...SIRIUS, The News-
papsr and Magazine of the ISFA and the INTERNATIONAL SF SOCIETY. But is
that enough? No, it isn't, Those are only tentative possibilities void
of a common direction or a common aim, Is the task, then, hard ané rabther
impossible? I don't think sc., I only think that we meEge, Blrse ef all,
a practical approach and the coliaboration of all those fans who wish to
break out of their rather narrow positions and expand the frontiers of
fandom.

Fandom, by its own @ssence, ig
International, so what'!s the uss or
confining 1t toc a restricted numbsr
of persons? Whatt!s ths use of trans-
forming fandcm,.,.or shculd I say SF
FANDCM.,.into a frisndly club; a
kind of clique centersd around a cer-
tain fanzine or a certain federaticn?
Just for the sake of fandom,..or for
the sake of some groups of fans?

Those words may seem harsh, but
Sgionlgca bl Bt Fou.. . . really are in-
terestad In SF and not just using it

T ror a purpese I don't doubt that you
are willing to use ycur fannish in-

“5 T CLH }"/\/\ %ﬁ .IT IS tegrity in order to htransform far-
|

dom intec a wide and gsnaral sxpreos-

e “ :I. f - afi -'n“._c-_‘ B ST
ID' G EORGE \/\/ | LL ICK gngrelbgst?cmntl ctional culturs and

————



ONE NAY VOTE
BA.,

DONALD A WOLLHEIM

An Internstional Fan Organization? Now....let me put it to
you this way; WHAT THE HELL IS IT GOING TC DO? If a man puts in
his buck duss, WHAT CAN HE GET FOR IT OUTSIDE OF ANOTHER DAMN
FANZINE?

Why are ail fan crganizations outside cf Apa's, convention
societies, and lozal fan clubs so useless? The aenswer i1s; they
can't do anything. ‘

Unless an organization can dc somsthing, what good is it to
waste time on? I cen correspend with Swedish, German, English
fans with or without any organizsation. It can therefcre do no-
thing for me,

I have said time and again that a nationai fan organization
must have real programs that will return some personal profit
to each member (outside of the fan organ which is usually a lot
duller than a good fanzine). Nobody has ever coms up with any
program that would benefit. The reeson Fapa rsmained strong and
solvent since I Tounded it is precisely that it exacts an activ- ‘
ity requirement from each member, that it returns benefits from
every other members? activities, that it has a special concrete
purpose. And fulfills ist.

Now there are ways a fan organization on a national scale
could perform soms benefits for SF, but no fans would agree to
them long enough to go ahesd. What national organizations exist
in the USA that thrive and benefit their objesctives? Labcer
unions. Businessmen's assoclations. Fraternal sociesties, = N
Political parties. Charitable organizations, (:

g

So if a natlonal crr international crganization is to
succeed it must resembie one of the above.

A labor union., Well, it could be a club fo put pres-
sure. on pwbiishers to lower prices or ralse guality. Fans
wouldn't agrse on objectives and they wouldn't obay direc- RICH
tives., This kind of far club would never gat off the
ground becsuss 1t would spend all its time wrangiing ovsr possible pres-
sure objectives.and would never agrse.

Businessmen's associations., We're not in business, but we coculd lobby.
How? Again, we'd nsver zgree on what. This wouldn't work.,

9
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Frasernal societles, Basically
they ars merely assoclations of local
or regional clubs. Fandom has shown
that it does vsry well without it...
our annual convention is sort of 2
traditional link between fan clubs,
Local fan clubs get nothing benefi-
clal beyord that,

Pelitical parties, The Fuburians
had thest idee beck in the thirties and
provsed positively that fans would not
agres on enythling as a unit, This again
failg for the sams reascn a labor union
type would feil,,.no unanimity of ob-
jectivas,

Charitable organizations, We al-
ready have one..,informal, but real,
established by tradition instead of
written law, unsalarisd and working.
Namely TAFF. We don't need anything
more formal,

So my humbie advice 1ls,..forget 1t,,
It's entirely superfluous, If you want 7
an international fen club, join ths
NFFF. If you think it's a weak organi-
zation, fight %o improve it, But for
gossakes, don't start another one,
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THINGS I WISH HADN?T HAPPENED TO ME

by
Gaorgs C Willick

You’ve heard the story about ths mar driving thrcugh the desert and
getting one live fish in his lap from cut of nowhers? I didn’t dis-be-
Llleve that story, mind you. The poor fellow had the fish and the broken
windsh@Olid* te prove it. I just didn?% let 1 keep me aweske at night,

Weli, those days are over, Yep. It heppsned to ms, O, &t LemiEs; T
was there to see it happen. Today (March 21} was cioudy and it was spit-
ting rain, With my trusty carrier in my hand i tred the walk to the door
of an old soul named Sam Davis, Sam came out to get the milk. We were
about seven feet apart.,..spiat! The fish missed Samis nose about two
inches and lay at his feet, He stammered asnd atuttered whiie T pushed the
little visitor sbout to see if it were alive., Desd, Bab only recently,

A Perch, Now I caimed cid Sam down a2s he has @ weak hsert and T didntt
want to have two dead fish to explain, I coznvinced the oLd boy that =
bird had dropped it, Of course this was ths cn.y podsible solution to the
event., Wasn?t 149
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THE COULSON SAGA

by

Robert Coulson

In the beginning I created the heaven and the earth. And the earth
was without Amra, and Void, and fannishness was upon the face of the deep.
And T said "Let there be light.", and there was Les Croutch.

However, possibly I am starting a bit early for most people...even if
Willick did say "begin at the beginning”.

I discovered Science Fiction Feb, 1, 1947. The Saturday Evening Post
came out on Thursdays then, and the issue dated Feb. 3 arrived wlthout
any particular fanfare. It contained the usual linsup; L short storiss,

a novelette, 8 articles and 2 serial installments. One of the storiss
just happened to be "The Green Hills of Earth" by Robsrt A Heinlein. I‘'d
never heard of Heinlein; I read the story mostly bacause I was entrancad
by the beautiful two-page illustration by Fred Ludekens. (It's a wonder-
ful illustration; 14 years later I've seen barely a handful thidt could
equal it.) At any rate, I did read the story, and I was hooked. I started
looking for more Heinlein stories; this led me to "Adventures in Time and
Space" in the county library. I was lucky...this is the best SF anthology
ever assembled., I wanted more. I checked tha copyright information and
discovered that 32 of the 35 stories included had besn originally published
in Astounding. (The others? One from Amazing, one from Planet, and one
"not hitherto published in the United States”.) I bought an issue of

This was in July 1948, and I was 20 years old.

I learned about fandom gradualily (which 1s undoubtedly the best way,
if one heas to learn dbedt 1t at-all)s-I woent to the GEEGHS ¢ oW M GMOILE
knowing a soul thera. I came back still not knowing a soul there. My luck
didn't last though. I had ordered some SF magazines (back issues of As-
tounding, naturally) from a Philadelphia bookstore where Dave Jenretta
was employed. When I got the packags I discovered that (completely ignor-
ing postal regulations) there was a note from Jenrette tucked in among
the mags, inquiring if I knew there was a fan club in Indianapolis, and
instructing me to contact Lee Tremper.

I did. Then curiosity got the better of me and I attended a meeting.
I still remember 1t...I was walking down the sidewalk, checking the ad-
dress in my copy of the club newsletter and trying to read house numbers
in the dark, when theré was a squeal from a nearby parked car and I was
tackled by two females. The tall thin blonde said she was Lee Tremper. The
short chunky brunetté muttered something and backed away from me. Lee said
this was Jaunita Wellons, and we all went inside.

J
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I kept my eye oit Jaunita all evening. She claims I leered at her, but
actually I was mostly curious about this girl who spent the evening crouched
irn a corner watching me apprehensively. I wonderad if she talked.

Eventually I found out. She doss.

Jaunita got started in SF earlter than I did; in 1937, at age L, with
her mother reading "Alley Oop" to her. This led to things such as Woll-
heim's "Pocket Book Of Scilsence Fiction", an early vaperbacked version of
T.C. McClary'!s "Rsebirth" and "Avon Fantasy Reader #1".(The Avon led to a
marked dislike of fan tasy, which still sndures.) Then came the large as-
sortment of hardbauk SF in the Anderson Library and an 1lssue of Other
Worlds containing “Dear Devil" (which led to an equal irrational [iking
for OW and Palmerj,

The Sept. $51 "Personals” column in OW carried the notice; "Wanted:
names and addresses of all fans in the US and Canada®, placed by Jerry Hun-
ter of Indianapolis, Jaunita answered 1t and got into correspondence with
Lee Trempser (Jerry being too lazy to follow up on his ad). Eventually she
started attending occasional Indianapolis club meetings.

The nucleus of the Eastern Indiana Science Fiction Association came
when Jaunita met Beverly Amers 1n the Ball State College cafeteria and a
casual mention of Heinlein began a life-long (to date, snyway) friendship.
Later, local fan Delray Green was contacted via Jose Nydahl and with one
thing leading to another the club EISFA was formed and the fanzine EISFA
originated, with Jaunlta and Beverly as co-editors., At the same time,
Jaunita began sending out artwork to the various fanzine editors. (Paul
Mittelbuscher absconded with a large batch of it, which led to a pretty
rational dislike of Mittelbuscher...somewhere out there is a cache of il-
lustrations sigred "JRW'"; Jaunita wishes any art-work hungry fan editors
luek:in fimding 1t.)

The first EISFA is undated and unnumbered, but it was published in
February 1953 and was a l-page newsletter. ThlS format was kept for 11
1ssues, though the size varied between 1 and 6 pages. First issues were
put out on a coflega mimeograph, and the July and August issues, put out

I 5 while both editors were away from college wers
examples of that almost-extinct variety, the
carbon-copy zine. For the Sept., issue (#8),
Jaunita's mother bought her a $35 mimeograph;
this machine has produced everything published
since then (a total of about 120 issues of var-
ious fanzines),

Meanwhile, back at the club, I had begun
driving down from Silver Lake to Indianapolis
‘ (100 miles) and Muncie (70 miles) for club
| me”“meetlngs, I usually went over to Rochester and
S picked up Gene Deweese first; this added to thse
distance travelled but provided conversation
on the trip. (Eventually, that is; Gene does
talk, though peopls who have met him only once
usually have some doubts about it.)




ROBERT COULSUh

So far, I'% evoided the depths of fandom; Itd
atvtended meetings a1.é s o oritlon, and I'd sub-
scribsd to fanzinss an tenn letters to them,
but I hadn's actuslly dons s2ny fer writing. Jau-
nita finished this off. Gene and T were sitting
around watching her mimecgreph the December EISFA
when she arncunced that sgks haed a blank pags to
fi1ill and why didn't we write semathing to f11il 1t%
We gtared at bsr, apralla Eventusily, Gens

breks down enougn to writs two ssnbtences, T added

a coupls more and passed ths typeswriter back to
Gene, He finished ths parzgrapnh and quit and I fin-
ished the story., Nelthsr of us was willing tc be
blamed for the authorship, soc we %ook Gene'ls first
name snd my middle nsms snd crsated Thomas Strat-
ton, (We alsoc crestsd %the typical Stratton writing
technique of on? of us writing until he ran ocut of
ideas and naving the other talke over,)

-

2)
5!
H o
e
(o
)

1)

With typical feminine logic, Jaunita decided
to run the first EISFA Arnish in Jsnuary instead
of February so as to start the new year off with
8 bang, Getting completely c¢arried away, she
[diibrought out an snnish thet ran 29 pages and which
/NI inished the newslatter format for good. Gens and
) got carried away by all this enthusiasm, ang

pbhe new, expanded EISFA began cerrying fiction,
Merticles, verse, interlinestions and sven occa-
/sional artwork by Coulson, Dewsese, Stratton,
/ff Ross Allen, Thomas Dusne, Edgar Alien Pogo, and

/ other euphemisms for what Jaunita deScribed as
her two-hsaded author. Other people got their work
published also, but for awhile Gene and I were to
EISFA what Shaver, Paillips, and Byrne were %o
Other Worlds.

. JWC Jaunita and I decided that the association ef
staff writer and editor was nice but ilmited as tc soeial possibilitises,
so we got married in,,.Ummm.,.August? Yes, must have boen Augusbh.,.srr...
195, {I've found the ultimate method of advencing in the worid., Don't
marry the boss's daughter, marry tho boss,] Our sterling sxample inspired
Gens and Beverly to get together in June 1555, Truefans, they got marrisd
on Saturday afternoon and spent Saturday night in an Indianapolis SF club
meeting, (Fandcm was the first to know; Beverly drcpped har family a
postcard a couple of weeks later, announcing her change of name and ad-

dress, )

An addition was made to the Coulson family sometime in MRehEh. ST
Gene's landlady presentsd us with a kitbern, which we christened Yila. A
second adciticn arrived in October, whern Jaunita presented us with a nec-
fan, wnlch ws caristensed Bruce. In common with most fannish productions,
he arrived two wesks late. By this time we'd moved frem Huntirngton to
North Manchsster to Wabash, follocwing a trail of varicus jobs (Jaunita
taught school in Huntington, she and I both worked =zt a beookbindery in

I—J
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RCBEKT COULSUI
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North Manenester and I workaed a8 a drafisman and later as technical writer
for Honeywsll in Wabash,)

Meanwhile, back st the mimeo, EISFA began using ths paper which Marion
Bradley insisted was " & dog-vomit yellow™ color and which has become prat-
ty well identifisd with the magazine, with issus #33, The club EISFA dis-
integratsd, and the fanzine EISFA changsd 1ts name to Yandro with the 36th
{gsuse., Since people still ask, the neme comess from the song and the Well-
man story in F&SF “Tne Desrick on Yandroe®™. lontributors {both writers and
artists}, size, prics and circulation have gradually shanged over the
years, The rirst artists, asids from Jaunits, to be fraguently featursd
were Hal Hostetloer @nd Chuck Spidell, snd the first regular wrlters, In
addition to the editors and the ubiguious Stratton, were Delray Green,
Dave Norman (ETSFA's fivst fanzins reviewer), and Ricky Ertl {(the first
fandom of Argentina}, with occasicral material by Jumes Adams, Hal Annas,
Jjoe Hensley, Bem Gowdon, and Beb Briney...all of whom are stilll around
and ail of whem still supply occasional work. For awhile Larry Bourns
(he wasn't yet knowrn &3 Lars) was =« mainstay of the srt staff; DEA arrived
in 1955 and Gilbsrt and Adkins in 1956, along with Bill Harry and Eddie
Jones {I donf't recall what happened to Harry; Jcnses hes pretty well drop-
ped fandcm fro profassicnal ifllustratingj,

Alan Dodd became British agent with issue #38, and supplied his Dod-
dering Column and the artwork of Hawrry and Jonss, To Sabe, 30 install-
ments of the zolumn have appearad; someons aelse can check to ses if this
is a modern rscord, or close to it. In any event, the column is still
appearing, though rasther infrequentliy of lafts,

I suppose I cculd go on blathering sbout old timss for another cou-
ple of pagss, but I don’t ses why I should giwve sll this stuff to Willick
when Yandro wiil te issuing o 100th issue pretty scons and Jaunibta and T
became & member of FAPA in 1958 and began publishing Vandy, which is al-
most entirsly editcr-written and uses most of my writing enthusiasm, As
for future plans, bthere aren't any particular grandiose schemes in sight.,
Yandro will keep on coming out, published by the sams psople and printed
on the same mimeograph, for as long &s we enjoy publishing it, which
should be for some time yet. No particular improvement2 are in the off-
ing; personally I can't see that it's Improved materially since 1956,
though othsr people &ssure me that it has., {Still others have quit read-
ing it in the interim, sc I suspect that everything balances out.) It has
always operatad on the theory that it will publish anything which the
editors like, and any of the fans who don't agree with the editors can
gc read something olse,

The opinion of the readers 1is
regularly consulted on matters in
which the sditors have no particu-
lar opinicns of their own, and
regulsrly lgnored whensver they
run c¢ounter te editorial preju-
dice. I cexn guarentee the contin-
uation of the magszine and the
adisorial poliicy; any other fu-
ture developaments will surprise
me as much as they will the
raadersy,




REDD BOGGS, f

PARSECTION still strikes me as a fanzine that's coasting after a fast
start, but issue # is quiet amuzing, even if it is mostly casual fluff,
Budrys on UFO's was perhaps the best piece of work...indesed I think it was
the best ittem:in your fanzine since the first issue.,.but Ebart's fanzins
reviews were excellent, and Sid Birchby and John Baxtsr were pleasant e-
nough.

I'm surprised to learn that Joe Hensley's offhand reminiscence of
Claude Degler roused so much interest. Your editorial and Don Wollheim's
letter are more interesting than Joe's article was. You make the slight
gPror of ppesuming that The Cosmic¢ Circle was a fanziner So far as I know
he never published a fanzine of that titie; his titlie was The Cosmic Circle
Commentator...or one of them was,

Wollheim is apparently in error when he says that Deglaer never did visit
New York City. At least according to the Fancyclopedia he spent some time
at Little Jarnevon, the apartment of Larry Shaw and Suddsy Schwartz, which
was at 310 West 18th Street, Manhattan. He also visited Julius Unger, among
others. This was in August, 1943 or thereabouts. At that time I was im the
armed forces and can't speak from direct knowledge, but if we can't trust
Speerts account what can we trust?

Gerry de la Ree's little anecdote about Gernsback, "The Perfect Squelch',
makes me feel better inclined toward Hugo than I have been in 20 years. Nect
because I think Gerry and his pals deserved to be stepped on like that, but
oecause it indicates that Gernsback had a sense of humor. This is something
I hadn't guessed from reading those oddly humorless and foolish burlesques
ne's written to pass out as Christmas cards over the ysars.

G M_GARR,

1'll second Coulson's suggestion of "Degler for TAFF". If Deglerts still
around and is willing to go, I think he'd make a heck of a 1ot better TAFF-
man than either of the present candidates. From sheer sense-of-wcnder if for
no other reason... Besides, anybody that made the impact on fandom that
ne did is valuable as a historis monument.

Likewise, Budrys' suggestion that the best (most practicle) way of re-
garding UFO's is examine them as though they were "ratural phenomenon" is
the best I've run across yet. One comment occurs, however. The reascn PST
phenomena are raported mostly among crackpots is because that category of
personality seems to be most conductive to it. It is possible that this may
explain why UFOites contact this type of person...some currently unknown
personality factor in the acceptably "normal% psrsonality may possibly in-
hibit them. Who knows?
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PAR-SECTING

BOB LICHTMAN,

You would have heard from me several weeks ago but as soon as I fin-
ished reading Par #3, in hove Par #l. What kind of a L5 day schedule do you
nave that puts out issues severy thrse weeks?

Wollheim in #3 and his comments on how Acs Books outseil other SF books
in the paperback fisld seems to indicate that there is still a market for
competently-written space opera, which is wnat most ©F the Ace stuff is. T
will agree that Acs hass at times published scme top-notch stuff...the Van
Vogt &and Asimov materisal...but nowadays their double-books are s laugh.
With a total of 256 pages to play around with, it's impossibie for them to
present two "full length™ novels anymore. At lsast, not by the usual def-
inition of a novsel.,

kbert's fanzine reviews are s welcome
additlon to your fanzine, even though I take
vioient exception to Rog?!s comment, re Wrhn,
that "It's hard to believe this is a SAPS-
zine." Rog, who has never been a member of
SATS, seems to be foliewing the old, out-
dated line about the organization. True,
el Shglials sOnER: asdathiar cseulffy outfiit, with
net gmch of worth in 1t, but that is no
tonger true., WARHOON is one of best of the
current lot of good SAPSzines that include
PCT POURRI (Bsrry), RAGNAROK (TCarr),
SPACEWARP (Repp! and othsrs.

I ses Degler is bsing discussed again.
This sort of thing seems to run in five to
six year cycles. The last time Degler got
ballied around in the fan press in a major
way was in 1955-56, when Dean Grennell's
GRUE published a series of srticles on the
sub jact by Tucker, Speer, and others. It was
also brought up around this time in Rae-

: burn's A BAS. But since then, with the ex-
ception of the CY2 write-up on the subjezt, there’s not been much said.,.
until now. Your editorial in #4 that Degier is living in LA sent me to

the five Los Angeles phone books (total 3000 pages) to iook up Deglsr.
There wersa some Degler's..,.perhaps ten in the sum total of the books...but
no Claudes amongst them. If T had found a Claude Degler, I know what I'd
nave done; I'd have sent him a postcard with this on it...

Dear (Claude,

I have a Cosmic Mind; what do T do rnow?

ROBERT COULSON,

Just as T can’t quits understand the fannish furor over Laney, I can't
quite see all this fuss over Degler. So he was a crackpot., Fandom is full
of crackpots...Degler may have bsen the greatest of them, but that's hard-
ly cause for hallelujahs at this late dats.
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TAR--SECTIN(

ALAN DODD,

Don Wollheim's letter in Par #3; I would like to say that I consider
he does give pretty good value for the money with Ace Books. The thing I
dislike and I wish he would stop doing is the altering of the titles of
stories from the past. You get something by the titls and then years or
weeks later when it arrives you find that you've already read it under an-
.other title. So maybe the title wasn't "commercisl” snough for it's new..
format in Ace but if 1%t was good snough originally, why change it ncw? Does
the author suggest the retitling of the book or is that Wollheim's idea?

I wish Budrys would explain in PARSECTION his "Rogue Mcon®., I've read
it through and am hopelessly left on the moon wondering what that thing up
there was; he didn't ruddy well explain what it was even after the story.
was finished. Now Algis, complete this sentence if you please..."The thing
in my "Rogue Moon" was....."...and then I'll be satisfied. :

: I read the article on UFO's and I vote Aigis Bﬁdrys as writer most
likely to confuse Alan Dodd.

///// Don't feel too badly about AJ confusing you, Alan. It was on the
fifth reading that I finally fathomed what he was trying to say about the
UF0's. T might make a slight accusation and say that AJ is guilty of oral-
writing broken field running verbosity with malice aforethought but I won't.
He might insult me and I wouldn't be able to figure it out. acw/////

ROY TACKETT,

The appearance of Ebert's fanzine review column in PARSECTION would
seem to indicate that STMIE has folded. A pity, too, since Ebert's zine
had good possibilities.

Sid Birchby's articie on SF makes a good deal of sense., SF, like its
companion mystery, western and adventure pulps, was escape reading to the
average man during the sarly years. The realities of life during the de-
pression were pretty horrible and SF aliowed the reader to forget them for
just a little while and dream of better things. I think the general pros-
perity, as much as anything else, has contributed to the decline of SF.
With all the modern day gadgets to make life easier, who needs SF for
dreaming? : :

Baxter's mention of Spicy Western Stories calls to mind that publica-
tions companion zines, Spicy Mystery and Spicy Adventure. The former was a
detective pulp and the latter carrised a general adventure story including
some sexed-up SF., The comic in Spicy Adventure was SF and featured the
outspace adventures of a gal who had her clothes torn off by bems in every
third panel. It is curious that none of the completists seem to have run
across this particular vein in the SF mins.

Joni Cornell; Amen. And the points you mention are exactly those that
make good SF hard to find. Writing good SF is work. It involves research.
Space opera and some of the crud that is passing for SF these days isn't
and doesn't,
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by

Ed Gorman

(This is reprinted in part from Larry Williams' CINDER. Cut 8 Lisgladeley | )

The probiem of charging money for a fanzine hascomse up in fan circles
many time&s. The older Tans recall the time when a cash basis was not only
aiLlowable, but also the rule. The current trend, howsver, is quiet lenient
-..anything from stamps to Parliaments are negotiable. To me, money or
trades have gqualitiss. The first is a much better proposition for the faned,
Money 1is needed to continue; the AB Dick people don't trade letters of com-
e e, SR ofS, .

It is justice if the faned charges and receives his price. Putting out =
fenzine can become depressing, demanding work. After a certain number of
Issues the egocentric qualities have begun to diminish. No matter how many
letters hae recsivaes telling him that a certain issue was "great", the actual
love of the work has gone, replaced by determined intersst and subdued 8go-
tism. Also, the locs, cards, stray sheets of paper that clutter his mailbox
are 50% recititous, Very few fans attempt to help the editor improwve his
fanzine...rachaer they send laconic letters in hopes that the next issue wiil
be thelr's fmee. T dendt think this Ys suitable for a.severs effort.

Fanzine for fanzine is another matter. My code in desaling with my fan-
zine is to trade with just about anything that comes to my place. With the
oxception of letter-substitutes, T can think of no type of fanzine that doss
not deserve to be trades with. There are exceptions; of course, such as a
personal difference or lack of interest on the faned'®s part., If the faned
holds faan-fiction zines in blacksst HOmRLEL SEhemn I giinik he 1s  justdfied in
refusing a-trade agreement and to demand that ths other editor pay cash in
order to receive his fanzine. But on the whole, I see no reason why a fan=
zine for fanzine isn‘*t compatible t0 fannish laws.

On the other hand, the argument that fanzines shouid not be plasldr fiow
because they are amateur publications, publiished for an in-group, and dis-
tributed and read by the same group, is also stable. Those who usually fol-
low this line of reasoning are the readers...and not the aditors. And 3ince
there is no compensation for the faned, T think this argument is well out
of the picture. So the only way this can be soived is for the faneds to
group together, demand certain things of all their rsaders, and set justi-
fied prices on their fanzines. No doubt, both sides wiil present vocifer-~
ous viewpoints,
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PARSECTIONINGS

I reprinted Ed's article becauss it tcuches on something that nseds a pres-
cedent. Fanzines ars hard work. If I sat down and figursd out the cost of
one issue of Par I'm sure it wouid run arcund 35¢ each, Incredible? I can
prove it., Therefore, I don't think that T'm being unjust by charging a dol-
lar for 8 issues. However,{znd here Ed is wrongj stamps and Parliaments cost
money, they are free to no one. The equivalent of either to a dollar is the
same as the actual cash., Betier, in fact. They are both ready to uss. Monsy
must still be exchanged. Now then, why should Coulson or T join together with
other faneds? Neither of us give issuss for locs, What would we gain? Then
again, how are you going to stop Lynn Hickman from giving issues to old
friends and people that hs feels deserve his fanzine? You aren't. I'm afraid
that this is an individual prcblem that each faned must soivas for himself 3
I don't think Par missss ths 6xcess. baggage of ths loc writers, though.

I don't know if Don Thompson finally caught Ebert or not but Rog hasn't even
written since Par l. Therefors, no fanzine raviews this l1ssue. T hope Don
caught Rog. I wouldn't want to take the pleasure away from him. You hear that
Ebert?

I don't know why but when T finished reading "The (oulson Saga® T wiped a
tear from my eye, staggersd sobbing to the bathroom where T remained indis-
posed for the better part of an hour. (As luck would have it...these wers
the only pages where we had repro troubie this time. Sad.)

Rich has gafiated temporarily. He is betwsen stations, his wife just had a
baby, and his car collapsed somswhere in the great piains.

Hensley’s bill to buy the State Capital for $100 was killed in senate com-
mittee. It seems as though some junior senator took his job seriously and
read the bill.

Gee, I miss those issues of SPACE CAGE.

Ed Gorman informed me that CILN was no more. I think Ed did a great job in
the four issues of that zins. From crudzins to top notch in four issues is
darn gocd. I'll miss it, anyway.

It was Wollheim who called me "Psachpit”. Wish T'd thowphs, aft thiat,

1 nead the loan of a Pittcon annual. Will even buy one. Coulson tells me T'm
In one of the pictures. Like ail fen, I want to admire myssif.

Comic books; Tarzan. Captain Marvel. Superman. Plastic Man. The Torch. Surse
makes your heart trembls doesn't it? Food for the intelleet, that's what tis,
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